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In this interactive presentation, we will discuss the realities of a PhD student starting a new participatory 
research project in a community setting and the dynamics involved in the process of making her 
research goals compatible with the wishes and needs of the community. We will also reflect upon the 
dynamics of the student-supervisor relationship in terms of supporting a PhD student in a new 
participatory research project given the need to satisfy McGill’s academic expectations and 
requirements for tenure.  We will draw lessons learned from our experience and suggest key elements 
that may facilitate the student-supervisor relationship in the context of participatory research.  
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